Part lll: How to Study the Bible

1: Why Study the Bible?

As we have said, an important part of making disciples is teaching
people to obey everything Jesus commanded (Matt. 28:20). This
- means that we need to know Jesus’s teaching and commands. It may
“seem that the first disciples had an advantage on us here. How can
“we teach people to follow Jesus if we haven’t observed His ministry
~and listened to His teaching? But we are not at a disadvantage at all
secause God has recorded His words and the testimony of Jesus’s
followers in a book—the Bible.

For a Christian, nothing should seem more natural than reading
the Bible. Peter, one of Jesus’s first disciples, compared it to a baby’s
tural craving for milk: “Like newborn infants, long for the pure
iritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation—if indeed
have tasted that the Lord is good” (1 Pet. 2:2-3).

\s a newborn depends on milk to survive and to grow, we should
y depend on the words of Scripture for our spiritual survival

rowth. The words of the Bible have impacted millions of lives

N
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over thousands of years, and God wants it to change our lives as well. Studymg the Right B
If you don't already love the Bible, pray that you would. the Wrong ReaSOnS 0ok for f
No matter what your experience.with the Bible has been, it’s Before You g0 any furcher .
helpful for all of us to step back and think about what the Bible actu- Don't be overly optimistic ;Vaj) y ?Ursejf why you study the Bibe, 1
ally is. When we talk about the Bible, we sometimes use profound you pick up the Bjp|e and be;ntizs;- Uy 10 assess your heary When ‘ g

language without considering what we're really saying. Perhaps the
strongest thing we can say about the Bible is that it is the “Word
of God.” But have you ever thought about what that means? That
concept should blow our minds. When we talk about the Bible, were
actually talking about something that the all-powerful, all-knowing,

transcendent God decided to write to us! What could be more

Are you driven by guile?

important?

Think of how you would respond to hearing a voice from heaven

speaking directly to you. We should approach the Bible with the

same reverence.
If we really believe that the Bible is the Word of God, then it

should be much more than a book that we are familiar with. It ought
to shape every aspect of our existence. It should guide the decisions The fact of the matter is thy
we make in life. If God is the designer and creator of this world, if - : ong reasons. Here yye will most
He made us and placed us on this earth, and if He has taken the time : €
to tell us who He is, who we are, and how this world operates, then
what could be more important to us than the Bible?
But even aftervwc decide that the Bible is important, we st
need to learn to approach it in the right way and with the righ
motives. Many Christians misuse the Bible because they neve 28
themselves why they are studying it in the first place. The purp
of this session is to help you think through the nature of the Bi

why it is important to study, and how it should transform our li rch atteng
ance, U.thl'ng
LT ,
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admit that they read the Bible out of guilt, but guilt is a powerful

motivator.
Very often this gu
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Status
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deeply ingrained on our
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Him glory? What about your de
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o often Christians ar

the most spirit
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possible);
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know God, to be changed by His Word,
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e tip of our tongues and
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"Word, but do you |
sire to appear intelligent? Does -
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Why Did God Give Us the Bible?

The best place to begin in refining our motivation for studying the

Bible is to ask a simple question. Why did God give us the Bible?
We're used to the thought that the Bible is God’s Word. But why
s? If the Bible is God’s Word, why did God decide 0

did He give it u
speak to us in the first place? Until we understand what the purpose

of the Bible is, we are bound to keep approaching it in ways that miss

God’s intention.

To Teach Us about Himself

e? One reason that seems obvious is

So why did God give us the Bibl

that He wanted to describe Himself to us. From beginning t0 end,

God is the subject of the Scriptures.

centered. Genesis begins

spoke all things into existence. Revelat

reigning cternally over all €

reveals His character and attributes by narrating His sove

1}

actions throughout history.
God in heaven wants us to know cer

and He uses the Scriptures t

want to believe in a human—centcred worl

which shows that everything re
and the Last, the King of kings, and Lord
» which speaks t0 the massive disparity between God

as “holy,
people. It is important t0 God that we understand this.

gh the Bible that we learn about God’s poweb )usf

Tt is throu
faithfulness, jealousy, holin

mercy, wrath, love, kindness, anger

Everything in this book is God
with a God who existed alone and then
ion ends with this same God

hat He created. Every book in between
reign

tain things about Himself,
o reveal these things. People paturally
d, so God gave us the Bible
volves around God. He is the First
of lords. He is describ
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e pective and live according to His principles.

i is means that as we study the Bible, we should b
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Every time we read the Bible we are strengthening our relation-
ship with God—unless we approach the Bible for the wrong reasons.
If we approach the Bible with humility, eagerly listening for God to
speak to us, waiting to hear what God has to say rather than what we
want to hear, then we are drawing closer to the one we were made to
be in relationship with. True Bible study must always have intimacy

with God as a primary goal. that God made.

mission on this earch, ted by God, People have haq 4

To Exalt Jesus God blessed Abraha
God uses the Scriptures to explain how and why He has exalted Jesus
to the highest place. All of the events in biblical history point to
His Son. The law was given to show us our sinfulness and our need - | hiat God ch

for Jesus. Old Testament priests and sacrifices point to our need fo of the world

> €NjO € rest
the greater high priest and ultimate sacrifice. The Gospels record the ut f}' YmghGods blessings and living their iyes as G df
. To 0
loving words and actions of the Son of God. The epistles explain how ear that Abrat M the moment He choge Abraham, God .y s
: am » eit
it is only through His work on the cross that we can be saved from e given, AL Was to look ourward with the blessings he had
) a

sin and filled with the Spirit. Revelation shows how He will one
return to judge and restore the earth, and reign with His follow;e;» o their God was, - el's mission yas to show the
forever. All of this is written to exalt Jesus to the glory of God th
Father. These words should move us to exalt Jesus in our cvery_v_

lives.

peal through We are ambassadors fo, Christ, God 1;1ak
u .
To Prepare Us for Our God-Given Mission iled to Gog” é Cus We implore yoy o behalf of Chyrigy,
: ; ) e
From the very beginning, God has had a mission for hum: g muc fChOr. 5:20).
Of Christian thoy

After God finished creating the world and everything in it,

ated the first man and placed him in the garden “to work
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chat we can work with Him in His mission to redeem humanity and
restore creation to what He originally intended it to be.

This means that when we read the Bible, we need to view it as
our marching orders. Rather than coming to the Bible with our own
agenda and trying to find verses that support what wed like to do, we
need to allow the Bible to shape our hopes and dreams. Every time
we read the Bible, we should understand our mission a little better.
Why are we on this earth in the first place? How can we take part

in what God is doing in this world? These are all questions that the

Bible answers—as long as we are ready to listen.

3. Take a minute to think through why God gave us the Bible. How
should these things affect the way you think about studying the

Bible?

Approaching the Mind of God

Ultimately, when we read the Bible, we are approaching the mind ¢

God. Every time you open the Bible, you ought to prepare yout

for an encounter with the Creator of the universe. So how do:

prepare yourself for this type of encounter?
It should go without saying that we ought to approach God

humility. We know that we ought to be humble with other
and with God, but we don’t usually think of being humble wi
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- ~nothing.

We don’t
A hhave the answers—thag’s why we're reading th, Bib
ro . - . e |
pproaching the Bible with humility means that . ’ 11 "
were laying

g cu h
elpus Cel bette‘[ about the “35 we do t ‘ulgs) Ile wrote tlle Bl le
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Right Motivation Makes
All the Difference

In 1 Corinthians 8, Paul talked about food offered to idols. The pagan

religions at that time would offer meat to their idols. After the cere-

the Bible haye Simply puffed
changed you? 4ye yéu more

1al? Write dow, 4 Jew tho

You up. How huys studying the Bibj,
arrogant, argumentatiye,

ory
ughts belpw: Judgmen-

mony, they would take the meat (obviously the idols didn' eat it) and
sell it in the marketplace at a reduced price. Understandably, some
Christians who had converted from paganism had a problem with eat-
ing this meat because they felt as if they were participating in idolatry
by doing so. Other Christians rightly understood that these idols were
nothing, and they could eat that meat with a clear conscience. : Clearly,

The problem came, however, when these Christians began. to- :

use their knowledge to push their brothers and sisters to act agains

but love byj|
o . uilds up, W
vamet ible v:thour an agenda, looking for the ways in enh‘ivehcome
LS to t S
ot €31 us and change ys, then we wil walk o
» people that God desires us to be ek

Remember Peter’s exhortation: «

their consciences. In addressing that issue, Paul said these profound
words: “Now concerning food offered to idols: we know that ‘all o
us possess knowledge.” This ‘knowledge’ puffs up, but love builds up”
(1 Cor. 8:1). :

Paul’s warning serves as a great case in point for what happe) eitand h :
] : : S )’pOcrlSy and CnVy and Q.H

ong for the pure Spiritual milk,
> (1 Per, 2:1-2). We shoul

when we study the Bible with the wrong motives. When we stud: slander. Like newborn l:nfant
S,

the Bible in order to gain more knowledge, to look more intellige that by it yoy May grow up into sal.
~ to prove a point to someone else, or to convince other pcoplg d set aside every ungodly desire ap d
they should think and act just as we do, then we are studying’
Bible with wrong motives. And what is the fruit of this type of st
We become “puffed up.” Ironically—tragically—the act of study
the Bible has produced some of the most arrogant people this ove God moge

has ever seen. Chances are, you know one or two of these peop.

5. Rather than thinking about all of the arrogant people you

take a minute to consider whether or not your efforts in s
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6. Tuake a minute t0 meditate on 1 Peter 2:1-2. What would your life

D——— |
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look like if you desived the Word as Peter described?

Before You Move On
To sum it all up, the right way to approach the Bible is to first let
go of everything chat we want and expect, and to let God tell us
exactly what to think and what to do. Of course, this is contrary :
to our natural tendencies, so we need God to work in our hearts
to remove our poor motivations and give us a pure longing for His -
Word. In the next sessions, we will talk about methods for studying'
the Bible carefully. But before you develop skills in studying the
Bible, it’s absolutely essential that you work through your motiva-
tion for studying in the first place. Unless your heart is right, you
will misuse the Bible, no matter how skilled you are at studying i

carefully.

7. Close this session by praying. Ask God to purify your laeart'wit

regard
pure milk of the Word.

to Scripture. Ask Him to produce in you a longing for th

>




